
TBLC Gully Walk March 2017 

We acknowledge the traditional owners & original inhabitants of this area, people of the 

Tatungalung Clan of the Gunaikurnai Nation. The walking track & habitat is a major 

component of the Tambo Bluff Landcare Coastcare (TBLC) Revegetation Strategy, first 

developed in 1993. The gullies contain elements of former Warm Temperate Rainforest, 

Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC) 32-05, Plains Grassy Forest (EVC 151) and Shrubby Damp 

Forest (EVC 316).  

The Tambo Bluff farm comprising 123.2 Ha was subdivided in 1960, having been under 

cattle, horses, sheep and legume production since its selection by T.T. Stirling in 1862 from 

the Tambo – Snowy rivers cattle lease. An aerial photo from 1984 (see below) shows almost 

total vegetation clearance, with scattered remnant Redgum (Eucalyptus tereticornis ssp. 

mediana) on the plateau and slopes, Coastal Grey Box (E. bosistoana) along the cliffs and 

Swamp Paperbark (Melaleuca ericifolia) fringing the wetlands and gullies.  Over 1200 blocks 

of land were subdivided at about 8/acre leaving only the wetlands and inaccessible drainage 

gullies as public reserve. 

 

Revegetation began in 1993 at the eastern end of Jacaranda Drive (red arrow). The site 

consisted of a road reserve some 15 meters wide, servicing small building blocks running up 

both sides of the gully. At that time an Interim Development Order from 1983 was in place 

which aimed to amalgamate land and reduce the total lot number to ~325 and also rezone 

the lower gully blocks as Public Open Space.  This was to prove a very lengthy process (still 

continuing) so we had to constrain our plantings in accordance with land-use at the time, 

which restricted us to just planting the road verges.  Providing some long-lived canopy cover 



was a priority. The only trees present then were Black wattle (Acacia mearnsii) and a 

handful of Blackwood (A. melanoxylon), with rabbit-weary Tree Violet (Melicytus dentatus) 

understory and very well established Blackberry bushes.  Planting continued on the other 

side of Broadlands Rd. to the Kings Cove fence in anticipation of a linking habitat corridor. 

We used the Metung Rd./Chinamans Creek rainforest gully remnant as a reference area for 

species  and also sought advice from DCNR that identified Warm Temperate Rainforest 

species as most appropriate. We also met with CFA officials to discuss our plans and clarify 

any concerns around our plantings and bushfire risk. They advised us that there were no 

concerns and that our planting would most likely be beneficial in event of fire by slowing its 

progress (windbreak).  

On-ground conditions and species availability saw the plant list modified e.g. Lilly-Pilly 

(Syzygium smithii) was an early casualty due to dry, baked soil conditions. Only in the past 

couple of years have we tried re-planting these and other more sensitive species  e.g. 

Muttonwood (Rapanea howittiana) and Yellowwood (Acronychia oblongifolia) now that the 

canopy is providing permanent shade.  Hazel Pomaderris (Pomaderris aspera) has also 

thrived in the difficult conditions, and birds have brought in native White Elderberry 

(Sambucus gaudichaudiana).  

Note that roadmaking for the original subdivision required benching through the gully 

leaving exposed clay subsoil with very poor drainage. This was alternatively baked hard or 

waterlogged. Gippsland Blue Gum (E. globulus ssp. pseudoglobulus) which grows in the 

Metung reference site handled the conditions well and now forms the dominant overstorey.  

Since completion of major road and sewerage infrastructure works a few years ago, 

stormwater runoff into the gullies has increased. This has helped a bit with planting but has 

also increased waterlogging, hence the recent addition of more Swamp Gum (E. ovata).  

Over the past 2 years we have been blessed with enthusiastic new members who have 

taken to weeding, mowing and mulching with much gusto. Mulch has usually been a highly 

prized and expensive resource, but we have been able to convince the Shire to help us out 

when it is locally available. In 2017 we took part in the Fifteen Trees program which resulted 

in $750 being granted to the group by G. J. Gardner Homes, for purchase and planting of 

native vegetation.  These are the most recent plantings. Prior to that we received a Green 

Army grant for purchase of 8000 plants, along with the services of a crew of young  ‘cadets’ 

to help form-up and revegetate the Wallaby Creek Track. GLAWAC teams have also been 

involved with weed control and planting. Alan’s welcoming seat is the latest feature, built 

and donated by the Maloney’s. 

The Wallaby Creek Track forms a loop that incorporates the gully and a plateau walk via a 

series of discontinued road reserves. The Pelican Court track leads up to the plateau, but 

logistically the track works better if we use the pumping station as our starting point.  



The sewerage pipeline provided an opportunity to construct the walking track, allowing 
access for weeding and replanting. The pipeline installation was supposed to have a 4 
metre-wide footprint (see image below) but extended up to 16 metres in places.                                                          
We designed the boardwalks to have low environmental impact. Galvanised screw piles 

eliminated any need for concrete or treated timber and the deck timber is farm-grown non-

native Cypress species. EGSC provided funding for access steps at various points and for the 

interpretive signage. You will notice black corrugated fluming that was required as an 

additional drainage measure to prevent erosion of the gully slopes and walking track. EGW 

have also assisted with vehicle access and security gates.  

Patches of old-growth Swamp Paperbark scattered along the watercourse indicate it was 

the dominant pre-1750 vegetation, when lake water was fresh and deeper than today. 

Waterflow is intermittent, but plants benefit from underground moisture fed by springs 

along the length of the watercourse. At times water depth reaches ~60 cm at the 

boardwalks. By contrast the north/west facing gully sides are extremely dry. Trees have 

been strategically planted to shade these areas. Shrubby velvet bush (Lasiopetalum 

macrophyllum) has thrived, much to our delight.  On other slopes Sweet Bursaria (Bursaria 

spinosa) dominates, the original Red Gum overstorey removed last century. Midway along 

the track the old farm dam is now dominated by native Typha sp. Further along small ponds 

provide critical habitat for 

frogs, birds and mammals 

and a solitary Redgum 

struggles with disease and 

mistletoe.  At the northern 

end the gully broadens out 

into typical sandy White 

Stringybark (E. globoidea) 

country. Recent plantings of 

sedge at the Swan/Gannet 

boardwalk extend along the 

watercourse to increase 

Swamp Wallaby habitat. 

 

Up on the plateau the loop walk continues through 4 disused connecting streets. Planting 

restrictions here disallowed the use of eucalypts, which has made it difficult to control 

weeds through natural shading, as an alternative to constant herbicide spraying. Some other 

species have proved useful, notably Drooping Sheoke (Allocasuarina verticillata) and Hop-

Goodenia (Goodenia ovata). Weed control is a major issue, and our aim remains to make 

these sites as self-sustainable as possible through planting appropriate species. The bulk of 

maintenance work falls to members, with help from some adjoining landowners. Council 

provides limited assistance at this stage. 




